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Graduate Seminar (1 credit)
[bookmark: _GoBack]BIOL695/BINF 704/ BIOS 704
Scheduled time: asynchronous work online
When: Fall 2025
Instructor : Ancha Baranova, Ph.D   abaranov@gmu.edu;	phone 571-334-1145 

Course Prerequisite(s): No prerequisite. 

Course Description:
This course is designed to fit your specific interests and/or schedules.  
 
In each section you will attend 10 seminars, either at GMU, or at other Universities, or at NIH. I will send you the ads for GMU seminars as they will come to my attention. 
Diane StGermain also sends seminar invites to all students currently enrolled at SSB classes
 	Students are allowed to choose these seminars by yourself - according to your interests. All these seminars should be in the general field of Biology/Bioscience/Bioinformatics rather than Public Health/Psychology/Social Sciences. When in doubt - please ask me a question before attending.


NIH calendar for public events is here:
https://www.nih.gov/news-events/events
Please also look at "Yellow Sheet" calendar on the same website page.
Please note that NIH has a variety of Day-long events, when you will be able to "book" more than one seminar at the same day.

You may also go to seminars physically, i.e. at other Universities closer to your home, or at place of your work, or on-line. You may also go to any in-person conference (examples: Virginia Academy of Science, ASM, SfN etc). 
You may also visit PhD dissertation defenses at GMU or otherwise (no more than 2 PhD defenses per seminar pack is allowed)
 
I will expect you to submit to me by email 
a package of 10 write ups for each section of seminars you took (at the end of semester).
 
Please see examples of seminars written by some other student long time ago (these examples are shared at CANVAS)
 
You can start at any time.
 
cheers!
Ancha

Additional notes:
 
1) Seminar constitutes about 45 min lecture with 15-20 min Q and A part, or longer. 15 min presentations do not count as full seminar.

2) BIOS 704 section WILL COUNT as BIOL 695 seminar. We are offering BIOS 704 section for students who had to take 2 seminar sections in the same semester, or to PhD students. 

3) Please ensure that each seminar description includes WHEN and Where seminar took place, as well as NAME and Affilation of Presenter

4) Please make sure that seminar report is detailed enough – with molecular and cellular details indicating your understanding of subject matter

5) Instructor of this class is aware of Note-taking AI software available. Yes, I can see. Automated note taking on seminars is easy to spot. 

6) You can choose to do all or some seminars in-person, at national or international conference. 


Plagiarism:
Plagiarism is the presentation of someone else’s ideas or work as one’s own. Students must give credit for any information that is not either the result of original research or common knowledge. If a student borrows ideas or information from another author, he/she must acknowledge the author in the body of the text and on the reference page. Students found plagiarizing are subject to the penalties outlined in the Policies and Procedures section of the University Catalog, which will result in a hearing by the Honor Code Committee and may include a failing grade for the work in question or for the entire course. The following website provides helpful information concerning plagiarism for both students and faculty: http://oai.gmu.edu/honor-code/

Honor Code:
· George Mason University has an Honor Code, which requires all members of this community to maintain the highest standards of academic honesty and integrity. Cheating, plagiarism, lying, and stealing are all prohibited
· All violations of the Honor Code will be reported to the Honor Committee.
· See http://oai.gmu.edu/honor-code/ for more detailed information.

Ethics:
Ethical behavior in the classroom is required of every student. The course will identify ethical policies and practices relevant to course topics.

Diversity:
Learning to work with and value diversity is essential in every class. Students are expected to exhibit an appreciation for multinational and gender diversity in the classroom.

Civility:
As a diverse community of learners, students must strive to work together in a setting of civility, tolerance, and respect for each other and for the instructor. Rules of classroom behavior (which apply to online as well as onsite courses) include but are not limited to the following:
· Conflicting opinions among members of a class are to be respected and responded to in a professional manner.

· Side conversations or other distracting behaviors including cell phone use or non-class online access are not to be engaged in during lectures, class discussions or presentations
· There are to be no offensive comments, language or gestures

Students not complying will be asked to cease immediately or leave the class session.

Students with Disabilities:
If you are a student with a disability and you need academic accommodations, please see me and contact the Office of Disability Resources at 703.993.2474. All academic accommodations must be arranged through that office.

