Sophic

Integrated Life Science Solutions

Career Opportunities
Bioinformatics Software Implementation & Training Consultants
Complex Disease & Cancer Research Projects 
Sophic Systems Alliance Inc. is a life science/biomedical software and services integrator focused on supporting complex disease research.  As an international integrator, Sophic has implemented global data integration software projects for large pharmaceutical companies and manages multi-year text-mining, database development and content curation projects for NCI.  Over the past 5 years, Sophic has provided NCI with a suite of Knowledge Management Software and services, managed multi-year curation projects and provided contract research services.  As a VAR, we license Biomax™ Informatics AG’s knowledge management, data integration and text mining software products in both the government and commercial markets.  Sophic is headquartered in Cape Cod, has an office in Rockville, MD and we expect to open offices in Northern New Jersey, Raleigh and Dallas in 2010.  We are recruiting scientists for Rockville and potentially our new growth offices.  The company was founded in 1993 and obtained a GSA Contract Award in 2005.   Examples of our projects include:
· Integrated Cancer Biomarker Knowledge-Base SBIR Project:  In October 2008, Sophic received a NIH-NCI Small Business Innovation Research Program (SBIR) Phase I Award funding the development of a cancer Integrated Biomarker Knowledge-Base (ICBK) prototype.  During the six-month Phase I project, Sophic scientists analyzed sample NCI databases, identified biomarker common data elements and designed a cancer Biomarker Object model using controlled vocabularies.  The Biomarker Object is the backbone for integrating the numerous disparate global biomarker databases into one Integrated Biomarker Knowledge-Base.  The ICBK Prototype was delivered and presented to NCI in April 2009.  The Phase I project was successful and NCI has invited Sophic to apply for Phase II funding that will support the two year development effort.  We are recruiting for this project.

· NCI Center for Cancer Research Knowledge Management Implementation:  In 2007, Sophic licensed a suite of Knowledge Management Software to NCI for implementation in CCR labs focused on a range of diseases including brain, colon, pediatric, tumor metastasis, cellular and molecular cancer research.  Our scientists are working with the PIs and their teams to configure the systems for each lab’s specific disease environment, research strategy, and unique combination of data sources.  Through this process, we are also building a “shared knowledge layer” that will be accessible throughout CCR.   Current projects include integration of RNA databases, gene pathway curation using a range of software systems, the deployment of the 
Cancer Gene Index and the Sophic Druggable Genome Database throughout the cancer community. 
· NCI Cancer Gene Index Project:  In May 2009, the Sophic-Biomax team delivered the Cancer Gene Index (CGI), a 5-year, $2.4M project funded by the National Cancer Institute (NCI).  The CGI is the first complete compendium of all cancer genes and includes 6,599 manually curated cancer genes mined from over 18M Medline abstracts.  Teams of PhD annotators identified gene/disease and gene/compound relationships and assigned NCI role codes and evidence codes for each gene.  This project will move into an update and maintenance mode in 2009.  We have other large scale curtain projects pending. 
· Commercial Implementation Projects: Sophic’s commercial customers include top-tiered pharmaceutical and agro-chemical companies including Wyeth, Sanofi-Aventis, Sanofi-Pasteur and Syngenta.  Implementations projects include gathering customer requirements, configuration, implementation and training for the Knowledge Management Systems.  

· Sophic Career Opportunities:  Because of our growth and ongoing projects, we are hiring PhDs and MDs for the Rockville office and potentially Northern New Jersey, Raleigh and Dallas.   Experience in cancer research is of significant interest, but we will also consider experience in other complex disease research areas.  Sophic positions are organized in two competency areas including more technical, bioinformatics skills while others require non-technical research or medical experience.  Strong written and verbal skills are a major plus and US Citizen or permanent resident status is required.  Sophic offers a team- oriented work environment, diverse projects, competitive compensation and a generous benefits package.

Sophic Scientist Qualification & Position Descriptions

1.  Sophic Scientific Subject Matter Associate
Education:  PhD, MD or Master’s Degree from an accredited US or international educational institution in the scientific or bio-medical areas is required. 

Experience:  Minimum two (2) years of experience related to cancer or complex disease research.  Must have experience using scientific software and databases.  Experience does not include academic studies.  

Functional Responsibility:  Capable of participating in planning, developing, configuring, implementing and training customer researcher scientists or medical doctors in the use of 
Sophic’s software offering.  Capable of participating in scientific, medical and biomedical projects in areas of expertise listed below. Detailed scientific and software knowledge allows Scientific Subject Matter Associates to perform analysis of detailed and complex areas including large-scale annotation projects of scientific material.  
Areas of Scientific Expertise:  Biology,
Chemistry, Bioinformatics, Computer Science, Database Administration, Oncology, Pathology Epidemiology, Translational Medicine and Clinical Trials.
Duties:   Scientific Subject Matter Associates perform tasks that support the development of strategic direction, management approaches and participate in software implementation projects, large scale research projects, and automated and manual annotation projects, basic and advanced research programs, utilizing leading-edge techniques, procedures and technologies including:
· Deliver scientific and software training and make presentations to large groups at conferences.

· Advanced Sophic software offering including linguistics, analysis, simulation, integration and knowledge management.

· Automated and manual content annotation.

· Molecular Biology and Drug Discovery

· Scientific, Medical and Biomedical Database Management

· Gene & Protein Databases
· DNA Sequencing & DNA Sequence Analysis
2.  Sophic Associate Scientific Software Engineer 
Education: PhD, MD or Master’s Degree from an accredited US or international educational institution in the scientific or bio-medical areas is required.

Experience:  Minimum two (2) years bioinformatics experience.  Must have experience with scientific software and databases.  Experience does not include academic studies.  

Functional Responsibility:  Capable of participating all technical aspects planning, developing, configuring, integrating, implementing and training customer technical and informatics staff in the use of Sophic’s software offering.  Associate Scientific Software Engineers are knowledgeable and skilled in various technical areas including Perl script, Java programming, Web Services API, systems and relational database design.  Scientific, biomedical or medical knowledge allows Associate Scientific Software Engineers to perform analysis of complex areas.  

Must be capable of interfacing with customer technical, informatics, scientific or staff to participate in technical systems design, integration, configuration, testing, implementation, training and education of user defined systems. 
Areas of Technical Expertise May Include:  Sophic software offering including linguistics, analysis, simulation, integration and knowledge management: Systems Design, Programming in C++, Java, Perl, SAS, Bio-Perl, SQL, SAS, Unix/Linux Environments, Oracle, Text/Data-mining, and various COTS.
Duties:  Associate Scientific Software Engineers interface with customers to support alignment with deliverables detailed in the statement of work. Participates in the development of technical approaches and software implementation projects, large scale research projects, and automated and manual annotation projects, basic and advanced research programs, utilizing leading-edge techniques, procedures and technologies including:

· Deliver software training and make technical presentations to large groups at conferences.

· Sophic’s software offering including linguistics, analysis, simulation, integration and knowledge management.

· Automated and manual content annotation.

· Molecular Biology and Drug Discovery

· Scientific, Medical and Biomedical Database Management

· Gene & Protein Databases

· DNA Sequencing & DNA Sequence Analysis
For more information on how to join the Sophic team, send your CV to recruiting@sophicalliance.com or call our Rockville Office at (301) 216-3815 to speak with Chris Dozier.
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